1
00:00:00,000 --> 00:00:03,120
[calm, ethereal music]

2-4
00:00:03,120 --> 00:00:10,880
Lucy Keeley (Playground Lead, Kent County Council): Playground is a creative program designed to empower the creativity of
very young children and their families.

5
00:00:11,400 --> 00:00:15,439
Stasha Dukic (Playground Artist): To just spend 45 minutes playing in
a completely abstract way.

6
00:00:15,640 --> 00:00:16,879
[child calling out excitedly]

7-8
00:00:17,519 --> 00:00:24,600
Nicola Flower (Playground Lead Artist): One of Playground's superpowers is the fact that we are artists from many different disciplines.

9
00:00:25,120 --> 00:00:28,600
Abigail Huan: So many different people, music-makers, shakers, movers.

10-12
00:00:28,920 --> 00:00:35,439
Liz Moran (Playground Creative Director): Also, what's very special about
Playground is that those artists have been together now for nearly two years and that's very rare that that happens.

13-14
00:00:36,520 --> 00:00:47,240
Jeremy Harrison (Playground Lead Artist): Children do not make distinctions between what the adult world sees as distinct art forms. We're really keen to encourage all the artists to move beyond their disciplines.

15
00:00:49,039 --> 00:00:53,200
Casey B (Playground Artist): Art has that potential to create change.

16-19
00:00:53,840 --> 00:01:05,799
Liz Moran (Playground Creative Director): At the heart of it has been inspired by Article 31 of the United Nations, the Rights of the Child. That all children have the right, not a nice to have, to have access to high quality creative activity.

20
00:01:06,200 --> 00:01:10,120
Lucy Keeley (Playground Lead, Kent County Council): And that's just so important in terms of supporting the child's development.

21
00:01:14,959 --> 00:01:17,239
[calm, percussion-led music] 

22-23
00:01:17,879 --> 00:01:22,959
Liz Moran (Playground Creative Director): Each session is completely different. The babies take the lead so the
artists respond to them.

24-25
00:01:23,480 --> 00:01:26,719
Playground Parent: It's so different to other groups where it's just like soft play and toys out. 

26-29
00:01:27,239 --> 00:01:37,239
Playground Parent: I think it's a different way of interacting and keeping the kids engaged in terms of the stimuli that they would have. 
So you know whether that's sight,sound, smells, taste, feel.

30
00:01:37,879 --> 00:01:43,280
[Metal ball bouncing on a hard surface]

31-33
00:01:46,680 --> 00:01:53,959
Lucky Moyo (Playground Lead Artist): Working with babies is one of the most amazing and humbling experiences because they will tell you without telling you.

34-35
00:01:54,599 --> 00:01:57,680
Playground Parent: Oh, I really enjoyed it. Gosh, I found it actually quite moving.

36-37
00:01:58,280 --> 00:02:03,319
Grace Pinner (Relationship Manager, Children and Young People, Arts Council England): I thought actually that kind of 45 minutes of that pure attention is just really magic, isn't it. 

38-41
00:02:05,120 --> 00:02:17,879
Daniel Naddafy (Playground Lead Artist): Historically all my work's taken place in theatres and studios within theatres.But there's a real charm about finding other performance spaces and
it's a really great way of getting audiences, especially
somewhere like a library setting.

42-49
00:02:18,080 --> 00:02:43,319
James Pearson, Registration and Archives Lead, Kent County Council): Culture and arts are part of the foundation of a good community, of good
social experiences and I think the library is an excellent way of bringing people access to those that wouldn't have otherwise. A lot of people who use the library might well not go to a gallery, might not go to a museum or an event. Actually, we're a touchstone point and the
more we can do that the better.

50-53
00:02:43,919 --> 00:03:00,039
Brandon Bishop (Customer Support Assistant, Kent Libraries, Registrations and Archives): Playground really does add another element
into the library service itself. I think that without it, I think
something would be missing. It feels like a family rather than just a
session that's happening in a library. It now feels like a community
that's growing.

54-56
00:03:00,759 --> 00:03:06,159
Liz Moran (Playground Creative Director): We also go out
to Family Hubs or work with other organisations
who are working with children with additional needs. 

57-58
00:03:06,879 --> 00:03:12,000
Playground Parent: It's just such a focus on them and the
kids, it's so tailor made for them. So it was great and he was quite
entranced by it.

59
00:03:13,360 --> 00:03:16,840
[Meditative breathing and tapping]

60-64
00:03:16,840 --> 00:03:31,639
Jeremy Harrison (Playground Lead Artist): The sensory characteristics
of Baby Playground, the fact that it was non-verbal,
that it prioritised material engagement, we were
aware very quickly that the specialist provision
could just allow that idea to be taken further.

65-66
00:03:32,199 --> 00:03:39,319
Playground Parent: You see that she's become more confident, she's
become more talkative, she loves to come, she absolutely loves to come.

67-68
00:03:40,280 --> 00:03:48,240
Dexter Newman(Playground Artist: Some of the parents are constantly doing everything they need to do just day to day and they don't actually get a chance just to be with their child.

69-70
00:03:48,560 --> 00:03:52,919
Jeremy Harrison (Playground Lead Artist): Simply put, these children are remarkable human beings, but you need to move towards them.

71-73
00:03:53,319 --> 00:04:00,960
Liz Moran (Playground Creative Director): To support that even more, we've had the brilliant mentoring from Tim and Amanda Webb who were the founders of Oily Cart Theatre Company.

74-80
00:04:01,919 --> 00:04:25,120
Tim Webb (Oily Cart Theatre Company): The disabilities are often about communication, they can't see as well as or they can't hear as well as.So I think it's up to us as artists, as people too, to try and find ways
of opening the doors that may exist between us. If you just look for it, look for the magic in it, you'll find it.

81
00:04:25,399 --> 00:04:29,920
Playground Parent: Oh my goodness me, I would like this to
be able to continue, it's wonderful.

82-84
00:04:30,920 --> 00:04:41,279
Jeremy Harrison (Playground Lead Artist): To be inclusive, to be accessible means you need both approaches really. Spaces where everybody comes together and spaces where the very particular needs of a child are listened to and met. 

85
00:04:41,279 --> 00:04:42,600
[Rhythmic clapping]

86
00:04:43,160 --> 00:04:44,480
[Rhythmic drumming]

87-89
00:04:44,920 --> 00:04:52,399
Stasha Dukic (Playground Artist): Family Playground is from nought to five years old so that means a completely different change in the materials and how we use them and how we approach them. 

90
00:04:52,879 --> 00:04:54,639
[Paper rustling]

91-95
00:04:55,600 --> 00:05:14,680
Playground Parent: I found it quite amazing actually, in all because I think you just escape life completely for 45 minutes, forget everything around you and you get totally immersed in it and it was really lovely to come as a family with them both at very different ages.

96-98
00:05:15,319 --> 00:05:21,920
Playground Parent: We have the flexibility now to be able to come down on a Saturday and spend this our time together like this.

99
00:05:22,319 --> 00:05:26,879
Abigail Huan (Playground Artist): I think we're really pushing what high art is for children and babies.

100-105
00:05:27,439 --> 00:05:40,920
Brandon Bishop (Customer Support Assistant, Kent Libraries, Registrations and Archives): The artists themselves have always been really welcoming, I've always felt that I can join in when I want. I've really enjoyed it because it's opened a completely different dynamic
for me as a creative anyway and just seeing everyone enjoy themselves.

106-107
00:05:41,240 --> 00:05:46,959
Playground Parent: This has kind of inspired us to create our own little groups at home so yeah, we love it.

108-110
00:05:47,600 --> 00:05:49,360
Playground Parent: The simple things like having
a feather stroked on his face, or some crinkly paper
it was definitely something we'll try at home.

111-114
00:05:53,360 --> 00:05:52,920
Playground Parent: I haven't even really thought about using different materials to make different sounds and create different experiences. That's definitely something we'll try at home.

115
00:06:03,560 --> 00:06:05,879
[Percussion led music and vocalising]

116-118
00:06:09,879 --> 00:06:18,240
Liz Moran (Playground Creative Director): For us, Playgrounds has been a
way of taking what Playground's all about to
a much wider audience and also for the artists to experiment
with different technology.

119-121
00:06:19,199 --> 00:06:25,879
Abigail Huan (Playground Artist): The idea behind these videos
is that parents and children can watch these videos together and be inspired.

122
00:06:26,920 --> 00:06:31,079
[Singing]
"Look over there, look"

123-128
00:06:32,639 --> 00:06:47,560
Daniel Naddafy (Playground Lead Artist): Six of them are based on senses, so for Smell you meet a little character
called Nosey who ends up smelling lots of different things and then maybe you'll go around your house or a local park and sniff some
nice things hopefully. Unlike Nosey, poor old Nosey!

129
00:06:47,800 --> 00:06:50,360
[Singing]
"Whoooaaaaa!"



130-132
00:06:50,920 --> 00:06:56,319
Liz Moran (Playground Creative Director): It was a brilliant experience for our artists to try different art forms and to work in that digital world.

133-135
00:06:56,959 --> 00:07:04,879
Grace Hann (playground Artist): This was all new territory for me so it was a really enjoyable to be able to first create a storyboard and
then produce something.

136-138
00:07:05,319 --> 00:07:16,720
Dexter Newman (Playground Artist): I first came in as a musician
but over this last year of working with an array of different, talented people I've almost become multidisciplined.

139-141
00:07:16,920 --> 00:07:26,680
Natalie Thomas (Playground Artist): I've started improvising
on my guitar, I've started improvising linguistically, I move loads in a really, really safe and inventive place.

142
00:07:27,040 --> 00:07:29,079
Abigail Huan (Playground Artist): I haven't had that experience before.

143
00:07:29,199 --> 00:07:31,319
[Singing]
“Whoooaaaaa!" 

144-148
00:07:32,480 --> 00:07:43,000
Liz Moran (Playground Creative Director): It also meant that with the podcasts and the films that we made with the families with children with additional needs, those stories can get out there and they're really important stories to be heard.

149-156
00:07:43,639 --> 00:08:03,839
Grace Pinner (Relationship Manager, Children and Young People, Arts Council England): Arts Council England's strategy Let's Create has an ambition that children, babies, adults will have access to developing their creativity at all stages of their lives. I think Playground's ambition for that work to be super high quality and to kind of develop this supportive network of practitioners that are able to deliver that
work absolutely is crucial to the delivery of Let's Create.

157-162
00:08:04,920 --> 00:08:19,040
Lucy Keeley (Playground Lead, Kent County Council): Playground has achieved huge amounts. We're delighted obviously to be an Arts Council National Portfolio organisation and the opportunities that that has presented but going forwards it's what's next that's really
exciting and that we're really looking forward to. 



163-168
00:08:19,439 --> 00:08:38,519
Liz Moran (Playground Creative Director): Playground Festival involves
us commissioning work. We're bringing some of the best work that's created for very young children internationally. We’re giving our artists each the opportunity to create work to be seen at the festival. It will be indoors in libraries, Family Hubs, cultural venues and also outdoors.

169-178
00:08:39,039 --> 00:09:06,480
Liz Moran (Playground Creative Director): There's over 150 performances, so this is a major festival. We want to look at how we can connect to others who have similar passions and similar outlooks but also influence those who don't to really start to change the views in terms of the understanding of how important it is that young children get access
to creativity and on a political level that it's embraced, and they see the value in terms of investing in those children for the future.

179
00:09:06,840 --> 00:09:09,320
[Percussion-led music and vocalising

